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March 2026 
 
United States Senate and House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Members of Congress, 
 
The undersigned organizations support House Resolution 50, which reaffirms that Article I, Section 10 
preserves the sovereign authority of states to protect their territory and exclude those who have no lawful 
right to be present.  

The authority of states to defend their citizens and territories predates the formation of the Union itself. 
The Declaration of Independence did more than proclaim individual liberty; it affirmed the sovereignty of 
the states and their inherent right of self-preservation. This principle—rooted in the founding era—has 
shaped the constitutional framework of American governance and has been reinforced by historical 
practice and judicial interpretation. H.Res. 50 places today’s border security realities within the 
Constitution’s original framework.  

In recent years, states along the southern border faced unprecedented unlawful crossings, the expansion of 
transnational criminal organizations, and the operational presence of narco-terrorist cartels exploiting 
gaps in enforcement. These conditions imposed extraordinary burdens on border communities, strained 
state resources, and threatened public safety. The speed and scale at which such conditions developed 
demonstrate how quickly state security can be compromised, and how easily similar circumstances could 
arise again absent clear constitutional recognition of state authority. 

While the federal government possesses broad defensive and immigration-related responsibilities, our 
constitutional system does not render the states defenseless. To the contrary, states retain the unequivocal 
right to defend themselves against invasion and imminent threats. This balance is central to American 
federalism: national authority in matters of common defense coexists with the states’ sovereign duty to 
protect their citizens and maintain order within their borders. 

H.Res. 50 does not diminish federal authority; it clarifies constitutional reality. It affirms that states 
possess inherent sovereign authority to act in defense of their territory and people.  

For these reasons, we respectfully encourage your support of H.Res. 50. Doing so reaffirms the 
constitutional structure the Framers designed—one that preserves both national security and the sovereign 
capacity of states to defend themselves when necessary. 

Respectfully, 

 

Greg Sindelar 
Chief Executive Officer 
Texas Public Policy Foundation  
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Abraham George 
Chairman 
Republican Party of Texas 
 
Audrea Decker 
Executive Director 
Pro-Family Legislative Network  
 
Brady Gray 
President  
Texas Family Project  
 
Chad Wolf 
Chair, Homeland Security and Immigration 
America First Policy Institute 
 
Cindi Castilla  
President 
Texas Eagle Forum 
 
Colby Wiltse 
CEO  
Citizens Defending Freedom  
  
Cooper Smith 
Director, Homeland Security and Immigration 
America First Policy Insitute 
 
Dale Wilcox 
Executive Director and General Counsel 
Federation for American Immigration Reform  
 
David Barton  
Founder  
WallBuilders  
 
Debbie Georgatos 
Committeewoman for Texas 
Republican National Committee  
 
 
 

Derrick Wilson  
Chairman 
Texas Young Republicans  
 
Eric Opiela 
President 
South Texans Property Rigths Assocation 
 
Erika Hatfield 
Texas State Director  
Convention of States  
 
JoAnn Fleming  
Executive Director  
Grassroots America – We the People PAC  
 
Jobe Dickinson 
President 
Border Security Alliance 
 
Kyle Stallings  
Chairman  
Texas Public Policy Foundation 
 
Leon Rios 
Border Security Operations Center  
Texas Department of Public Safety  
 
Margaret Byfield 
Executive Director 
American Stewards of Liberty  
 
Mark Morgan  
Former Acting Commissioner, U.S. Customs &  
Border Protection 
Former Chief, U.S. Border Patrol  
 
Mary Flynn 
Executive Director 
America’s Future  
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Michael Hough 
Co-President 
NumbersUSA 
 
Mike Howell 
President 
Oversight Project  
 
Republican Party of Texas 
Legislative Priorities Committee  
 
RJ Hauman  
President 
National Immigratoin Center for Enforcement 
 
Rosemary Jenks 
Co-Founder 
Immigration Accountability Project  
 
Roy Boyd 
Sheriff, Goliad County 
Operation Lone Star Task Force Leader 
 
Sara Gonzales 
Vice President  
Texas Family Project  
 
Texas Rusk County Republican Party  
 
Wade Miller  
Executive Director 
Citizens for Renewing America  
 
  

All Members of the Texas Senate Republican Executive 
Committee: 
 
Christin Bently, SD 1  
Paul Hale, SD 1  
Jerry Fisher, SD 2  
Bruce Bishop, SD 2  
Lydia Covey, SD 3  
Chris Breaux, SD 3 
Dale Inman, SD 4 
Gwen Withrow, SD 4 
Susan Lucas, SD 5 
Justin Bezner, SD 5 
Dawn McDonald, SD 6 
Keith Nielson, SD 6  
Debroah Kelting Fite, SD 7 
Ralph Fite, SD 7  
Margaret Whitt, SD 8  
Jim Pikl, SD 8  
Ann Gebhart, SD 9  
Dan Tully, SD 9  
Susan Wright, SD 10  
Matt Ticzkus, SD 10  
Gaylyn DeVine, SD 11 
Ken Moore, SD 11 
Lisa Hendrickson, SD 12  
Ronnie Jones, SD 12  
Milinda Morris, SD 13 
Dale Gibble, SD 13 
Christian Keeler, SD 14 
Greg Murphy, SD 14 
Brenda Estis, SD 15 
Rolando Garcia, SD 15 
Susan Foutain, SD 16 
Matthew Patrick, SD 16 
 
 
 
 
 

Becky Green, SD 17  
Roman Klein, SD 17  
Cheryl Thompson-Draper, SD 18  
Sakki Joseph, SD 18  
Yvonne Clouser, SD 19  
Walter West, SD 19 
Melissa Knerr, SD 20  
Chuck Burnett, SD 20  
Toni Trevino, SD 21 
Randy Purham, SD 21 
Leslie Thomas, SD 22 
Greg Harrell, SD 22 
Elaine Cook, SD 23 
Harry Ed Zenner, SD 23 
Mary Jane Avery, SD 24 
Andrew Eller, SD 24 
Lucy Trainor, SD 25 
Steve Jordan, SD 25 
Karen Marshall, SD 26 
Justin P. Nichols, SD 26 
Jeneria Lewis, SD 27 
Royce Albrecht, SD 27 
Jane Cansino, SD 28 
Steve Evans, SD 28  
Robyn Cooper, SD 29  
Adolpho Telles, SD 29  
Rachel Horton, SD 30 
Patrick Wamhoff, SD 30  
Tisha Crow, SD 31 
Brandon Hodges, SD 31 
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Supporting State Legislators  

 
Adam Hinojosa  
Texas State Senator 
Texas Senate District 27 
 
Alan Schoolcraft 
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 44 
 
Andy Hopper 
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 64 
 
Brian Harrison 
Texas State Representative 
Texas House District 10 
 
Briscoe Cain  
Texas State Representative 
Texas House District 128 
 
Bob Hall 
Texas State Senator  
Texas Senate District 2  
 
Carl Tepper  
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 84 
 
Carrie Isaac  
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 73 
 
Daniel Alders  
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 6 
 
David Lowe 
Texas State Representative 
Texas House District 91 
 

Ellen Troxlcair  
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 19  
 
Helen Kerwin  
Texas State Reprsentative  
Texas House District 58 
 
Janis Holt  
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 18 
 
Joanne Shofner 
Texas State Representative  
Texsa House District 11 
 
Katrina Pierson  
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 33 
 
Keresa Richardson  
Texas State Representative 
Texas House District 61 
 
Kevin Sparks  
Texas State Senator  
Texas Senate District 31  
 
Mark Dorazio  
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 122 
 
Mitch Little  
Texas State Representative 
Texas House District 65  
 
Nate Schatzline  
Texas State Representative 
Texas House District 93 
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Pat Curry  
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 56 
 
Richard Hays  
Texas State Reprsentative  
Texas House District 57 
 
Steve Toth  
Texas State Representative  
House District 15  
 
Terry Leo Wilson  
Texas State Representative  
Texas House District 23 
 
Wes Virdell  
Texas State Reprsentative  
Texas House District 53 
 
 


