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Breaking: The U.S. has attacked Venezuela and captured its leader, Nicolds Maduro. Read our full coverage.
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POLITICS

House Republicans Aren’t Having Any Fun

They’re blaming their leader, House Speaker Mike Johnson.

By Elaine Godfrey and Russell Berman
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N A PARTICULARLY STRESSEUL DAY in a particularly stressful week during

what has been, honestly, a particularly stressful year for House Republicans,

the ever-sunny but perpetually beleaguered Mike Johnson insisted that he
retained at least a modicum of power over the institution he ostensibly leads. “I have
not lost control of the House,” the speaker declared to a gaggle of reporters trailing

him through the Capitol.

Johnson’s own members, in the past month, have accused him of stretching if not

wholly disregarding the truth, and his assertion last Wednesday that he has a firm grip

on power was correct only in the most technical sense. On the day he uttered it, a
group of Johnson’s most electorally vulnerable soldiers abandoned him to help
Democrats force a vote on extending health-care subsidies, and a longtime lawmaker
became the 25th House Republican—with many more expected to follow—to
announce that he would not seek reelection next year. “This place is disgraceful,”

GOP Representative Mike Lawler of New York vented on the House floor, calling out

Congress’s failure to prevent a spike in health-insurance rates set to occur in January.
In the preceding weeks, a member of the speaker’s leadership team—Representative
Elise Stefanik of New York—publicly denounced Johnson as ineffective (shortly
before she announced that she was, for now, quitting politics altogether), and another
high-profile (albeit perpetually aggrieved) Republican, Representative Nancy Mace of
South Carolina, pined, in the pages of 7he New York Times, for the sturdy hand of
Nancy Pelosi.

ADVERTISEMENT

As Republicans approach the one-year mark of their trifecta under President Donald
Trump, their party’s rank-and-file lawmakers are not a happy bunch. And like so
many unhappy employees, they are directing much of the blame toward the boss: the

speaker they elevated from obscurity a little more than two years ago.



https://www.theatlantic.com/newsletters/sign-up/one-story-to-read-today/
https://x.com/mkraju/status/2001335949553471537
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/12/02/congress/stefanik-accuses-johnson-lying-00672634
https://x.com/KevinKileyCA/status/2001308236146762140
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/12/17/congress/dan-newhouse-retirement-2026-00694643
https://x.com/CraigCaplan/status/2001000965936439333
https://www.wsj.com/politics/elise-stefanik-mike-johnson-house-speaker-c41659cb?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqdQzzzBbZ0ssLrb0MF2iHJZVvoVGD7g46BxO8QtMFjqFNNIj0Ob91YzZNRw8dg%3D&gaa_ts=69443b56&gaa_sig=g3wMzVSIHuccpLL2gdbEhhgq0y6Ve_G-4Q9IzzlH-HhWdi0LcsVhw92NDAYS8iDcX3QZX0A2pvAvENPS5ouJcg%3D%3D
https://x.com/EliseStefanik/status/2002121519342793163?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/08/opinion/nancy-mace-congress-republicans.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2023/10/mike-johnson-house-speaker-trump/675766/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CM5aKgs9baeKtJJ7C0_wPkuzOgAf9tuXugwG1m-TdgBW2kB8QASDEqIAiYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGHvefWAcgBCakCODSeKeaYsz7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgTTA0_QwZIPvm01CD56CQlYqpPnfMtpU3vZ49GYL0Eah_XlZRCEoEMplVHNj-xcLhpMxNNbcc4kgc0ydQEDK9qyoCaVr859AA_415KY_damX1Y7kJHoke4fiPNsafqviGrBn8My2KQN88RrBACylCq2BqKyV9984muwMv9LYoacILD75ZBQOe4quESntxyTF8OP4QOWSE583n6-Ny_EonbfpFPsmUis_iLeyPhLRbTEdJ05nsdNdBtPZ1UZBPL1mG_CaSwpjzIi4mUllSecMstS5qkAO0CEnuMOjFaLLoz52d2p_VoNaSNbEiUH1UEL0TGCltzdjAPLOyCHB4ganxcajwGz4qWdT4_pE1nIaQzulqNEqYpxi48XzzaQpfqOwEMDzk44Vbbu6m-GtvAZz4ze2ie6gshO_g_VXClQizlOXXKpA2vpdJmK2dxCT5VYieM9Vce9I4pbQlwrdX46AOfCWcOkTFAsn2Iq1l32zfwqhlzgMYT5jFVSFvrRC8Ci7LesDSSdHmwFy34uZcBARXLMdQd1zQJ5l7c3ZhANCvrGaFTEZzYnSk7YnaktxAD1naA71Z891GSBZAxAlsNYUNVA29x8u7TSt02HjXwKmKd2E-PfMwVBwASQvuf11QXgBAGIBdG_kuVWoAYugAfhwpipAqgHp8yxAqgH4tixAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHANIILwiAYRABGJ0BMgiKgoCAgICACDoNgECAwICAgICogAKoA0i9_cE6WNmw5tjS9JEDsQnL5M6-qp8-f4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMA5ABAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLub59jS9JEDFR7hlAkdErYTcOoNEwiC8efY0vSRAxUe4ZQJHRK2E3DwDQKIDv___________wHYEwvQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXDhgBKgo3OTQyNDU1MDUxuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAGScJ0ESCjc5NDI0NTUwNTEYAbIYCRICkk8YLiIBANAYAegYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7wEAwksa0RPcmy-9BL4GnEXCAU1-ieSYLW7ir5mD0MSbRWoyIcDC70T6r-JQ9B6jy1rdPf0VTq88apmiMs5OrUGh-7J2kxjHbo-lgbpsxnL5E3we0hx2XUA5m9vPQtZ6_xpxzqAb5qz13AbeVGZ9hmPNnhszww4p0z58Qg72POXX2lSTKS8-uK6dHoA6ghQO7diOWqrTnkRF5J9DW-X5mL-EIOo4TNAQJ68OWTqE4QyM5Gq0l86PP0Dgk_FVcB_9Y0YYp7G7QX4DGE-b8h1al5ToZL4ebBEOugCZnRMOhRNi4SCgf2qp9pwD3NPV_bSpShgB&sig=AOD64_19b2HN6qKf1nqEevQkArYgpt7nZQ&client=ca-pub-7208923277260888&rf=1&nb=9&adurl=https://mrfluffyfriend.com/blogs/fluffy-friend-family-blog/your-dog-will-absolutely-love-this-dog-bed%3Fpb%3D0%26gc_id%3D23297564625%26h_ga_id%3D194862767888%26h_ad_id%3D785723639182%26h_keyword_id%3D%26h_keyword%3D%26h_placement%3D%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23297564625%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CM5aKgs9baeKtJJ7C0_wPkuzOgAf9tuXugwG1m-TdgBW2kB8QASDEqIAiYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGHvefWAcgBCakCODSeKeaYsz7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgTTA0_QwZIPvm01CD56CQlYqpPnfMtpU3vZ49GYL0Eah_XlZRCEoEMplVHNj-xcLhpMxNNbcc4kgc0ydQEDK9qyoCaVr859AA_415KY_damX1Y7kJHoke4fiPNsafqviGrBn8My2KQN88RrBACylCq2BqKyV9984muwMv9LYoacILD75ZBQOe4quESntxyTF8OP4QOWSE583n6-Ny_EonbfpFPsmUis_iLeyPhLRbTEdJ05nsdNdBtPZ1UZBPL1mG_CaSwpjzIi4mUllSecMstS5qkAO0CEnuMOjFaLLoz52d2p_VoNaSNbEiUH1UEL0TGCltzdjAPLOyCHB4ganxcajwGz4qWdT4_pE1nIaQzulqNEqYpxi48XzzaQpfqOwEMDzk44Vbbu6m-GtvAZz4ze2ie6gshO_g_VXClQizlOXXKpA2vpdJmK2dxCT5VYieM9Vce9I4pbQlwrdX46AOfCWcOkTFAsn2Iq1l32zfwqhlzgMYT5jFVSFvrRC8Ci7LesDSSdHmwFy34uZcBARXLMdQd1zQJ5l7c3ZhANCvrGaFTEZzYnSk7YnaktxAD1naA71Z891GSBZAxAlsNYUNVA29x8u7TSt02HjXwKmKd2E-PfMwVBwASQvuf11QXgBAGIBdG_kuVWoAYugAfhwpipAqgHp8yxAqgH4tixAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHANIILwiAYRABGJ0BMgiKgoCAgICACDoNgECAwICAgICogAKoA0i9_cE6WNmw5tjS9JEDsQnL5M6-qp8-f4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMA5ABAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLub59jS9JEDFR7hlAkdErYTcOoNEwiC8efY0vSRAxUe4ZQJHRK2E3DwDQKIDv___________wHYEwvQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXDhgBKgo3OTQyNDU1MDUxuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAGScJ0ESCjc5NDI0NTUwNTEYAbIYCRICkk8YLiIBANAYAegYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7wEAwksa0RPcmy-9BL4GnEXCAU1-ieSYLW7ir5mD0MSbRWoyIcDC70T6r-JQ9B6jy1rdPf0VTq88apmiMs5OrUGh-7J2kxjHbo-lgbpsxnL5E3we0hx2XUA5m9vPQtZ6_xpxzqAb5qz13AbeVGZ9hmPNnhszww4p0z58Qg72POXX2lSTKS8-uK6dHoA6ghQO7diOWqrTnkRF5J9DW-X5mL-EIOo4TNAQJ68OWTqE4QyM5Gq0l86PP0Dgk_FVcB_9Y0YYp7G7QX4DGE-b8h1al5ToZL4ebBEOugCZnRMOhRNi4SCgf2qp9pwD3NPV_bSpShgB&sig=AOD64_19b2HN6qKf1nqEevQkArYgpt7nZQ&client=ca-pub-7208923277260888&rf=1&nb=0&adurl=https://mrfluffyfriend.com/blogs/fluffy-friend-family-blog/your-dog-will-absolutely-love-this-dog-bed%3Fpb%3D0%26gc_id%3D23297564625%26h_ga_id%3D194862767888%26h_ad_id%3D785723639182%26h_keyword_id%3D%26h_keyword%3D%26h_placement%3D%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23297564625%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CM5aKgs9baeKtJJ7C0_wPkuzOgAf9tuXugwG1m-TdgBW2kB8QASDEqIAiYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGHvefWAcgBCakCODSeKeaYsz7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgTTA0_QwZIPvm01CD56CQlYqpPnfMtpU3vZ49GYL0Eah_XlZRCEoEMplVHNj-xcLhpMxNNbcc4kgc0ydQEDK9qyoCaVr859AA_415KY_damX1Y7kJHoke4fiPNsafqviGrBn8My2KQN88RrBACylCq2BqKyV9984muwMv9LYoacILD75ZBQOe4quESntxyTF8OP4QOWSE583n6-Ny_EonbfpFPsmUis_iLeyPhLRbTEdJ05nsdNdBtPZ1UZBPL1mG_CaSwpjzIi4mUllSecMstS5qkAO0CEnuMOjFaLLoz52d2p_VoNaSNbEiUH1UEL0TGCltzdjAPLOyCHB4ganxcajwGz4qWdT4_pE1nIaQzulqNEqYpxi48XzzaQpfqOwEMDzk44Vbbu6m-GtvAZz4ze2ie6gshO_g_VXClQizlOXXKpA2vpdJmK2dxCT5VYieM9Vce9I4pbQlwrdX46AOfCWcOkTFAsn2Iq1l32zfwqhlzgMYT5jFVSFvrRC8Ci7LesDSSdHmwFy34uZcBARXLMdQd1zQJ5l7c3ZhANCvrGaFTEZzYnSk7YnaktxAD1naA71Z891GSBZAxAlsNYUNVA29x8u7TSt02HjXwKmKd2E-PfMwVBwASQvuf11QXgBAGIBdG_kuVWoAYugAfhwpipAqgHp8yxAqgH4tixAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHANIILwiAYRABGJ0BMgiKgoCAgICACDoNgECAwICAgICogAKoA0i9_cE6WNmw5tjS9JEDsQnL5M6-qp8-f4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMA5ABAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLub59jS9JEDFR7hlAkdErYTcOoNEwiC8efY0vSRAxUe4ZQJHRK2E3DwDQKIDv___________wHYEwvQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXDhgBKgo3OTQyNDU1MDUxuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAGScJ0ESCjc5NDI0NTUwNTEYAbIYCRICkk8YLiIBANAYAegYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7wEAwksa0RPcmy-9BL4GnEXCAU1-ieSYLW7ir5mD0MSbRWoyIcDC70T6r-JQ9B6jy1rdPf0VTq88apmiMs5OrUGh-7J2kxjHbo-lgbpsxnL5E3we0hx2XUA5m9vPQtZ6_xpxzqAb5qz13AbeVGZ9hmPNnhszww4p0z58Qg72POXX2lSTKS8-uK6dHoA6ghQO7diOWqrTnkRF5J9DW-X5mL-EIOo4TNAQJ68OWTqE4QyM5Gq0l86PP0Dgk_FVcB_9Y0YYp7G7QX4DGE-b8h1al5ToZL4ebBEOugCZnRMOhRNi4SCgf2qp9pwD3NPV_bSpShgB&sig=AOD64_19b2HN6qKf1nqEevQkArYgpt7nZQ&client=ca-pub-7208923277260888&rf=1&nb=0&adurl=https://mrfluffyfriend.com/blogs/fluffy-friend-family-blog/your-dog-will-absolutely-love-this-dog-bed%3Fpb%3D0%26gc_id%3D23297564625%26h_ga_id%3D194862767888%26h_ad_id%3D785723639182%26h_keyword_id%3D%26h_keyword%3D%26h_placement%3D%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23297564625%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CM5aKgs9baeKtJJ7C0_wPkuzOgAf9tuXugwG1m-TdgBW2kB8QASDEqIAiYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGHvefWAcgBCakCODSeKeaYsz7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgTTA0_QwZIPvm01CD56CQlYqpPnfMtpU3vZ49GYL0Eah_XlZRCEoEMplVHNj-xcLhpMxNNbcc4kgc0ydQEDK9qyoCaVr859AA_415KY_damX1Y7kJHoke4fiPNsafqviGrBn8My2KQN88RrBACylCq2BqKyV9984muwMv9LYoacILD75ZBQOe4quESntxyTF8OP4QOWSE583n6-Ny_EonbfpFPsmUis_iLeyPhLRbTEdJ05nsdNdBtPZ1UZBPL1mG_CaSwpjzIi4mUllSecMstS5qkAO0CEnuMOjFaLLoz52d2p_VoNaSNbEiUH1UEL0TGCltzdjAPLOyCHB4ganxcajwGz4qWdT4_pE1nIaQzulqNEqYpxi48XzzaQpfqOwEMDzk44Vbbu6m-GtvAZz4ze2ie6gshO_g_VXClQizlOXXKpA2vpdJmK2dxCT5VYieM9Vce9I4pbQlwrdX46AOfCWcOkTFAsn2Iq1l32zfwqhlzgMYT5jFVSFvrRC8Ci7LesDSSdHmwFy34uZcBARXLMdQd1zQJ5l7c3ZhANCvrGaFTEZzYnSk7YnaktxAD1naA71Z891GSBZAxAlsNYUNVA29x8u7TSt02HjXwKmKd2E-PfMwVBwASQvuf11QXgBAGIBdG_kuVWoAYugAfhwpipAqgHp8yxAqgH4tixAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHANIILwiAYRABGJ0BMgiKgoCAgICACDoNgECAwICAgICogAKoA0i9_cE6WNmw5tjS9JEDsQnL5M6-qp8-f4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMA5ABAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLub59jS9JEDFR7hlAkdErYTcOoNEwiC8efY0vSRAxUe4ZQJHRK2E3DwDQKIDv___________wHYEwvQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXDhgBKgo3OTQyNDU1MDUxuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAGScJ0ESCjc5NDI0NTUwNTEYAbIYCRICkk8YLiIBANAYAegYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7wEAwksa0RPcmy-9BL4GnEXCAU1-ieSYLW7ir5mD0MSbRWoyIcDC70T6r-JQ9B6jy1rdPf0VTq88apmiMs5OrUGh-7J2kxjHbo-lgbpsxnL5E3we0hx2XUA5m9vPQtZ6_xpxzqAb5qz13AbeVGZ9hmPNnhszww4p0z58Qg72POXX2lSTKS8-uK6dHoA6ghQO7diOWqrTnkRF5J9DW-X5mL-EIOo4TNAQJ68OWTqE4QyM5Gq0l86PP0Dgk_FVcB_9Y0YYp7G7QX4DGE-b8h1al5ToZL4ebBEOugCZnRMOhRNi4SCgf2qp9pwD3NPV_bSpShgB&sig=AOD64_19b2HN6qKf1nqEevQkArYgpt7nZQ&client=ca-pub-7208923277260888&rf=1&nb=7&adurl=https://mrfluffyfriend.com/blogs/fluffy-friend-family-blog/your-dog-will-absolutely-love-this-dog-bed%3Fpb%3D0%26gc_id%3D23297564625%26h_ga_id%3D194862767888%26h_ad_id%3D785723639182%26h_keyword_id%3D%26h_keyword%3D%26h_placement%3D%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23297564625%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CM5aKgs9baeKtJJ7C0_wPkuzOgAf9tuXugwG1m-TdgBW2kB8QASDEqIAiYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGHvefWAcgBCakCODSeKeaYsz7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgTTA0_QwZIPvm01CD56CQlYqpPnfMtpU3vZ49GYL0Eah_XlZRCEoEMplVHNj-xcLhpMxNNbcc4kgc0ydQEDK9qyoCaVr859AA_415KY_damX1Y7kJHoke4fiPNsafqviGrBn8My2KQN88RrBACylCq2BqKyV9984muwMv9LYoacILD75ZBQOe4quESntxyTF8OP4QOWSE583n6-Ny_EonbfpFPsmUis_iLeyPhLRbTEdJ05nsdNdBtPZ1UZBPL1mG_CaSwpjzIi4mUllSecMstS5qkAO0CEnuMOjFaLLoz52d2p_VoNaSNbEiUH1UEL0TGCltzdjAPLOyCHB4ganxcajwGz4qWdT4_pE1nIaQzulqNEqYpxi48XzzaQpfqOwEMDzk44Vbbu6m-GtvAZz4ze2ie6gshO_g_VXClQizlOXXKpA2vpdJmK2dxCT5VYieM9Vce9I4pbQlwrdX46AOfCWcOkTFAsn2Iq1l32zfwqhlzgMYT5jFVSFvrRC8Ci7LesDSSdHmwFy34uZcBARXLMdQd1zQJ5l7c3ZhANCvrGaFTEZzYnSk7YnaktxAD1naA71Z891GSBZAxAlsNYUNVA29x8u7TSt02HjXwKmKd2E-PfMwVBwASQvuf11QXgBAGIBdG_kuVWoAYugAfhwpipAqgHp8yxAqgH4tixAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHANIILwiAYRABGJ0BMgiKgoCAgICACDoNgECAwICAgICogAKoA0i9_cE6WNmw5tjS9JEDsQnL5M6-qp8-f4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMA5ABAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLub59jS9JEDFR7hlAkdErYTcOoNEwiC8efY0vSRAxUe4ZQJHRK2E3DwDQKIDv___________wHYEwvQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXDhgBKgo3OTQyNDU1MDUxuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAGScJ0ESCjc5NDI0NTUwNTEYAbIYCRICkk8YLiIBANAYAegYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7wEAwksa0RPcmy-9BL4GnEXCAU1-ieSYLW7ir5mD0MSbRWoyIcDC70T6r-JQ9B6jy1rdPf0VTq88apmiMs5OrUGh-7J2kxjHbo-lgbpsxnL5E3we0hx2XUA5m9vPQtZ6_xpxzqAb5qz13AbeVGZ9hmPNnhszww4p0z58Qg72POXX2lSTKS8-uK6dHoA6ghQO7diOWqrTnkRF5J9DW-X5mL-EIOo4TNAQJ68OWTqE4QyM5Gq0l86PP0Dgk_FVcB_9Y0YYp7G7QX4DGE-b8h1al5ToZL4ebBEOugCZnRMOhRNi4SCgf2qp9pwD3NPV_bSpShgB&sig=AOD64_19b2HN6qKf1nqEevQkArYgpt7nZQ&client=ca-pub-7208923277260888&rf=1&nb=7&adurl=https://mrfluffyfriend.com/blogs/fluffy-friend-family-blog/your-dog-will-absolutely-love-this-dog-bed%3Fpb%3D0%26gc_id%3D23297564625%26h_ga_id%3D194862767888%26h_ad_id%3D785723639182%26h_keyword_id%3D%26h_keyword%3D%26h_placement%3D%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23297564625%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CM5aKgs9baeKtJJ7C0_wPkuzOgAf9tuXugwG1m-TdgBW2kB8QASDEqIAiYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGHvefWAcgBCakCODSeKeaYsz7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgTTA0_QwZIPvm01CD56CQlYqpPnfMtpU3vZ49GYL0Eah_XlZRCEoEMplVHNj-xcLhpMxNNbcc4kgc0ydQEDK9qyoCaVr859AA_415KY_damX1Y7kJHoke4fiPNsafqviGrBn8My2KQN88RrBACylCq2BqKyV9984muwMv9LYoacILD75ZBQOe4quESntxyTF8OP4QOWSE583n6-Ny_EonbfpFPsmUis_iLeyPhLRbTEdJ05nsdNdBtPZ1UZBPL1mG_CaSwpjzIi4mUllSecMstS5qkAO0CEnuMOjFaLLoz52d2p_VoNaSNbEiUH1UEL0TGCltzdjAPLOyCHB4ganxcajwGz4qWdT4_pE1nIaQzulqNEqYpxi48XzzaQpfqOwEMDzk44Vbbu6m-GtvAZz4ze2ie6gshO_g_VXClQizlOXXKpA2vpdJmK2dxCT5VYieM9Vce9I4pbQlwrdX46AOfCWcOkTFAsn2Iq1l32zfwqhlzgMYT5jFVSFvrRC8Ci7LesDSSdHmwFy34uZcBARXLMdQd1zQJ5l7c3ZhANCvrGaFTEZzYnSk7YnaktxAD1naA71Z891GSBZAxAlsNYUNVA29x8u7TSt02HjXwKmKd2E-PfMwVBwASQvuf11QXgBAGIBdG_kuVWoAYugAfhwpipAqgHp8yxAqgH4tixAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHANIILwiAYRABGJ0BMgiKgoCAgICACDoNgECAwICAgICogAKoA0i9_cE6WNmw5tjS9JEDsQnL5M6-qp8-f4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMA5ABAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLub59jS9JEDFR7hlAkdErYTcOoNEwiC8efY0vSRAxUe4ZQJHRK2E3DwDQKIDv___________wHYEwvQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXDhgBKgo3OTQyNDU1MDUxuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAGScJ0ESCjc5NDI0NTUwNTEYAbIYCRICkk8YLiIBANAYAegYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7wEAwksa0RPcmy-9BL4GnEXCAU1-ieSYLW7ir5mD0MSbRWoyIcDC70T6r-JQ9B6jy1rdPf0VTq88apmiMs5OrUGh-7J2kxjHbo-lgbpsxnL5E3we0hx2XUA5m9vPQtZ6_xpxzqAb5qz13AbeVGZ9hmPNnhszww4p0z58Qg72POXX2lSTKS8-uK6dHoA6ghQO7diOWqrTnkRF5J9DW-X5mL-EIOo4TNAQJ68OWTqE4QyM5Gq0l86PP0Dgk_FVcB_9Y0YYp7G7QX4DGE-b8h1al5ToZL4ebBEOugCZnRMOhRNi4SCgf2qp9pwD3NPV_bSpShgB&sig=AOD64_19b2HN6qKf1nqEevQkArYgpt7nZQ&client=ca-pub-7208923277260888&rf=1&nb=1&adurl=https://mrfluffyfriend.com/blogs/fluffy-friend-family-blog/your-dog-will-absolutely-love-this-dog-bed%3Fpb%3D0%26gc_id%3D23297564625%26h_ga_id%3D194862767888%26h_ad_id%3D785723639182%26h_keyword_id%3D%26h_keyword%3D%26h_placement%3D%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23297564625%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CM5aKgs9baeKtJJ7C0_wPkuzOgAf9tuXugwG1m-TdgBW2kB8QASDEqIAiYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGHvefWAcgBCakCODSeKeaYsz7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgTTA0_QwZIPvm01CD56CQlYqpPnfMtpU3vZ49GYL0Eah_XlZRCEoEMplVHNj-xcLhpMxNNbcc4kgc0ydQEDK9qyoCaVr859AA_415KY_damX1Y7kJHoke4fiPNsafqviGrBn8My2KQN88RrBACylCq2BqKyV9984muwMv9LYoacILD75ZBQOe4quESntxyTF8OP4QOWSE583n6-Ny_EonbfpFPsmUis_iLeyPhLRbTEdJ05nsdNdBtPZ1UZBPL1mG_CaSwpjzIi4mUllSecMstS5qkAO0CEnuMOjFaLLoz52d2p_VoNaSNbEiUH1UEL0TGCltzdjAPLOyCHB4ganxcajwGz4qWdT4_pE1nIaQzulqNEqYpxi48XzzaQpfqOwEMDzk44Vbbu6m-GtvAZz4ze2ie6gshO_g_VXClQizlOXXKpA2vpdJmK2dxCT5VYieM9Vce9I4pbQlwrdX46AOfCWcOkTFAsn2Iq1l32zfwqhlzgMYT5jFVSFvrRC8Ci7LesDSSdHmwFy34uZcBARXLMdQd1zQJ5l7c3ZhANCvrGaFTEZzYnSk7YnaktxAD1naA71Z891GSBZAxAlsNYUNVA29x8u7TSt02HjXwKmKd2E-PfMwVBwASQvuf11QXgBAGIBdG_kuVWoAYugAfhwpipAqgHp8yxAqgH4tixAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHANIILwiAYRABGJ0BMgiKgoCAgICACDoNgECAwICAgICogAKoA0i9_cE6WNmw5tjS9JEDsQnL5M6-qp8-f4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMA5ABAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLub59jS9JEDFR7hlAkdErYTcOoNEwiC8efY0vSRAxUe4ZQJHRK2E3DwDQKIDv___________wHYEwvQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXDhgBKgo3OTQyNDU1MDUxuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAGScJ0ESCjc5NDI0NTUwNTEYAbIYCRICkk8YLiIBANAYAegYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7wEAwksa0RPcmy-9BL4GnEXCAU1-ieSYLW7ir5mD0MSbRWoyIcDC70T6r-JQ9B6jy1rdPf0VTq88apmiMs5OrUGh-7J2kxjHbo-lgbpsxnL5E3we0hx2XUA5m9vPQtZ6_xpxzqAb5qz13AbeVGZ9hmPNnhszww4p0z58Qg72POXX2lSTKS8-uK6dHoA6ghQO7diOWqrTnkRF5J9DW-X5mL-EIOo4TNAQJ68OWTqE4QyM5Gq0l86PP0Dgk_FVcB_9Y0YYp7G7QX4DGE-b8h1al5ToZL4ebBEOugCZnRMOhRNi4SCgf2qp9pwD3NPV_bSpShgB&sig=AOD64_19b2HN6qKf1nqEevQkArYgpt7nZQ&client=ca-pub-7208923277260888&rf=1&nb=8&adurl=https://mrfluffyfriend.com/blogs/fluffy-friend-family-blog/your-dog-will-absolutely-love-this-dog-bed%3Fpb%3D0%26gc_id%3D23297564625%26h_ga_id%3D194862767888%26h_ad_id%3D785723639182%26h_keyword_id%3D%26h_keyword%3D%26h_placement%3D%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23297564625%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CM5aKgs9baeKtJJ7C0_wPkuzOgAf9tuXugwG1m-TdgBW2kB8QASDEqIAiYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGHvefWAcgBCakCODSeKeaYsz7gAgCoAwHIA8sEqgTTA0_QwZIPvm01CD56CQlYqpPnfMtpU3vZ49GYL0Eah_XlZRCEoEMplVHNj-xcLhpMxNNbcc4kgc0ydQEDK9qyoCaVr859AA_415KY_damX1Y7kJHoke4fiPNsafqviGrBn8My2KQN88RrBACylCq2BqKyV9984muwMv9LYoacILD75ZBQOe4quESntxyTF8OP4QOWSE583n6-Ny_EonbfpFPsmUis_iLeyPhLRbTEdJ05nsdNdBtPZ1UZBPL1mG_CaSwpjzIi4mUllSecMstS5qkAO0CEnuMOjFaLLoz52d2p_VoNaSNbEiUH1UEL0TGCltzdjAPLOyCHB4ganxcajwGz4qWdT4_pE1nIaQzulqNEqYpxi48XzzaQpfqOwEMDzk44Vbbu6m-GtvAZz4ze2ie6gshO_g_VXClQizlOXXKpA2vpdJmK2dxCT5VYieM9Vce9I4pbQlwrdX46AOfCWcOkTFAsn2Iq1l32zfwqhlzgMYT5jFVSFvrRC8Ci7LesDSSdHmwFy34uZcBARXLMdQd1zQJ5l7c3ZhANCvrGaFTEZzYnSk7YnaktxAD1naA71Z891GSBZAxAlsNYUNVA29x8u7TSt02HjXwKmKd2E-PfMwVBwASQvuf11QXgBAGIBdG_kuVWoAYugAfhwpipAqgHp8yxAqgH4tixAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHANIILwiAYRABGJ0BMgiKgoCAgICACDoNgECAwICAgICogAKoA0i9_cE6WNmw5tjS9JEDsQnL5M6-qp8-f4AKA5gLAcgLAYAMAaIMA5ABAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLub59jS9JEDFR7hlAkdErYTcOoNEwiC8efY0vSRAxUe4ZQJHRK2E3DwDQKIDv___________wHYEwvQFQGYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXDhgBKgo3OTQyNDU1MDUxuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAGScJ0ESCjc5NDI0NTUwNTEYAbIYCRICkk8YLiIBANAYAegYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS7wEAwksa0RPcmy-9BL4GnEXCAU1-ieSYLW7ir5mD0MSbRWoyIcDC70T6r-JQ9B6jy1rdPf0VTq88apmiMs5OrUGh-7J2kxjHbo-lgbpsxnL5E3we0hx2XUA5m9vPQtZ6_xpxzqAb5qz13AbeVGZ9hmPNnhszww4p0z58Qg72POXX2lSTKS8-uK6dHoA6ghQO7diOWqrTnkRF5J9DW-X5mL-EIOo4TNAQJ68OWTqE4QyM5Gq0l86PP0Dgk_FVcB_9Y0YYp7G7QX4DGE-b8h1al5ToZL4ebBEOugCZnRMOhRNi4SCgf2qp9pwD3NPV_bSpShgB&sig=AOD64_19b2HN6qKf1nqEevQkArYgpt7nZQ&client=ca-pub-7208923277260888&rf=1&nb=8&adurl=https://mrfluffyfriend.com/blogs/fluffy-friend-family-blog/your-dog-will-absolutely-love-this-dog-bed%3Fpb%3D0%26gc_id%3D23297564625%26h_ga_id%3D194862767888%26h_ad_id%3D785723639182%26h_keyword_id%3D%26h_keyword%3D%26h_placement%3D%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23297564625%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4vbp2NL0kQMVHuGUCR0SthNwEAEYASAAEgKmsvD_BwE

“We need a course correction here,” Representative Kevin Kiley of California told us.
A host of current and former GOP members of Congress we interviewed echoed his
sentiment; they used more pungent terms when granted anonymity to speak candidly.
These Republicans described a speaker who had, contrary to Johnson’s avowal

otherwise, lost practical control of the House.

“I think he’s a good man, a good attorney, a good constitutionalist, and a bad
politician,” one House Republican told us. Another said Johnson was well meaning,

but to a fault: “In his obsession with not offending anyone, he offends everyone.”

The roots of Republican despair are both political and legislative, and they extend far
beyond Johnson. Democrats will begin the new year favored to recapture the House
in the midterm elections. (A Trump-led effort to fortify the GOP’s majority through
aggressive gerrymandering has stalled.) With the majority in jeopardy, Republicans are
bracing for a flood of additional members quitting their reelection campaigns after the
holidays. A few, including Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia, are

leaving even before their terms are up.

Dim electoral prospects aside, many Republicans are also realizing that being a
member of Congress in the Trump era is not all it’s cracked up to be. For that, they
have themselves at least partly to blame. From the opening days of the president’s
second term, congressional Republicans largely ceded their constitutional authority
over spending to the executive branch. With a few mostly tepid exceptions, they made
no effort to constrain DOGE while the Elon Musk-led department ransacked federal
agencies established and funded by Congtress. They approved provisions, slipped into
House resolutions by Johnson, that restrict lawmakers from acting to cancel Trump’s
tariffs. Even the House GOP’s biggest legislative victory—the summer passage of the
so-called One Big Beautiful Bill Act—was a ratification less of their agenda than of
the presidents. The speaker’s decision—criticized by some in his party—to keep the

House out of session for the entirety of the six-week government shutdown this fall

only added to the sense that the chamber was verging on irrelevance.

Read: The state that handed Trump his biggest defeat yet

It’s no wonder, then, that Republican frustrations seem to be intensifying. “They’re
basically put in a position where they’ve got an honorary title as a member of
Congress but no authority to do anything,” former Representative Reid Ribble, a
Wisconsin Republican who retired in 2017, told us. “Until the actual way you govern

changes, they’re going to feel this way.”

From the start, Johnson’s unwavering loyalty—some would say obsequiousness—to
Trump has defined his speakership. He’s developed a reputation for never saying what
he actually thinks about anything, lest he cross the president. Yet some Republicans

are beginning to join Democrats in seeing that as a fault of Johnson’s rather than a
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credit. “The reason he’s hanging on is because President Trump wants a weak speaker,”
a House Republican told us. “He wants a speaker that essentially functions like a staff
member, which is what Mike Johnson does.” Former Representative Bob Good of
Virginia, an arch-conservative who left Congress in January, called Johnson “a puppet
of the president” and said that Johnson remained speaker after Trump’s election only
because of the president’s personal urging. “As has been sadly the case throughout the

year, Republicans simply surrendered to his wishes,” Good said.

Johnson has also faced criticism from Republican women, who have accused him of
not taking them seriously as policy makers. It did not go over well, one lawmaker told
us, when Johnson remarked in a podcast interview that the Republican he would
most trust to cook him Thanksgiving dinner was Representative Lisa McClain, the
chair of the GOP conference—the rhetorical equivalent of a man giving his wife a

vacuum cleaner for her birthday.

Among lawmakers’ many other complaints are that Johnson, perhaps even more than
his predecessors, has tightly centralized power and deprived rank-and-file Republicans
of the ability to secure votes on their legislative priorities, much less pass them. They
say he also takes too long to make decisions and frequently punts the most difficult
ones. “You can’t over-deliberate. Over-deliberation in this town is not good,”
Representative Byron Donalds of Florida told us. Representative Chip Roy of Texas,
who like Donalds is forgoing a reelection bid next year to run for statewide office, said
that House leadership needed to be more aggressive about acting on conservative
priorities, even if they stand little chance of clearing the Senate. “We've done some
good stuff, but we need to be on offense and do more,” Roy told us. “You can’t just

rest on your laurels and hope that you're gonna win the election.”

Some of these gripes are time-honored grievances, the kind that House members
make about their leadership no matter who is speaker or which party is in charge.
After we asked Johnson’s office to comment for this story, calls started pouring in
from members who wanted to vouch for him. “The speaker is doing a beautiful job in
a really tough situation,” Representative Celeste Maloy, a second-term Republican
from Utah, told us. She specifically defended Johnson’s treatment of women in the
Republican conference and gently chided his critics. “I would rather see women
supporting each other and supporting the causes we all believe in, and working

towards long term goals,” she said, “instead of focusing on short-term disagreements.”

Representative Jodey Arrington, the chair of the House Budget Committee, cast
Johnson’s deliberative and collaborative style—a source of complaints from some
Republicans—as a “member-driven model” of leadership. “With that, there’s more
discussion and debate. It’s always more efficient in leadership if you just tell them
what to do,” Arrington told us. Johnson, he said, “is not your typical Washington
leadership guy who works in power plays and side agreements. He is fully

transparent.” (In a statement, a Johnson spokesperson did not address the criticism of



the speaker directly, instead boasting that under his leadership, the House GOP had
“one of the most productive first years of any Republican Congress in history” and

“stuck together to deliver the bulk of the America First agenda.”)

Johnson and his allies point out that the GOP majority is historically small, leaving
him almost no room to maneuver and forcing him to achieve near-total party unity
on any major vote. In shepherding Trump’s domestic-policy bill to passage, the
speaker achieved a significant number of conservative wins—so many, in fact, that if
they were split into different bills the House’s achievements for the year would look
much more impressive. The speaker “is not getting enough credit for what House
Republicans have been able to accomplish,” Representative Dusty Johnson of South
Dakota told us. He turned to Jay-Z for inspiration: “I would say that Congress has 99

problems, but Mike Johnson is not one of them.”

Read: The accidental speaker

Yet dissatisfied Republicans have rebelled against Johnson in ways that Democrats
rarely if ever did against Pelosi when she presided over a similarly slim majority during
the first two years of Joe Biden’s presidency. GOP lawmakers have frequently stalled
legislation by defecting on key procedural votes, and in recent months they have gone
around Johnson by signing Democratic-dominated discharge petitions to force votes

on legislation that the speaker has tried to block.

These tactics have, in turn, annoyed Republicans who believe that their restive
colleagues are making an already challenging political environment even worse for the
party. As the year draws to a close, they have taken to complaining about all the
complainers. “We need more happy warriors,” Dusty Johnson said, arguing that
Republicans have fallen into a culture of “victimhood” that he used to associate only

with the American left.

Whether the speaker’s job is secure has become a topic of some debate inside the
Capitol. The most obvious threat will come in the November elections, but could
Republicans depose Johnson as they did his predecessor, Kevin McCarthy? Stefanik
told 7he Wall Street Journal earlier this month that if a vote were called tomorrow,
Johnson would not have enough support from Republicans to stay as speaker. Greene
has also reportedly been talking with colleagues about an effort to oust Johnson, but
she plans to leave the House next month. Asked if he was ready for new leadership,
Donalds said, “Yeah, but I mean, look, it’s not coming up.” But then he added: “You
never know in this town.” With Johnson’s support, Republicans changed House rules
to make it harder to remove a speaker in the middle of a term. “Usually there are
tremors before a speaker goes down,” one House Republican told us, “and this speaker

has faced a number of tremors.”
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Johnson’s challenges won’t get any easier when his unhappy Republican campers
return to Washington in 2026. He'll probably have to watch as the House passes a bill

to extend health-insurance subsidies over his objections, and Congress faces the

prospect of another partial government shutdown at the end of January. Johnson
might hold the speaker’s gavel for another year, but the extent of his sway has never

seemed more in doubt.
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